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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5, 1 1-15, 18-21, 24-25, and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,341,402 to Matsushita et al. in view of Orndorff (U.S. Patent 
5,640,697). 

As to claim 1, Figure 7 in Matsushita shows a digital amplifier adaptive pulse frame rate 
frequency control system comprising: 

a sample rate converter (74) (see Col. 6, lines 40-43); 

a programmable controller (75) operational to generate control data bits (see Col. 6, lines 
43-59); and 

a system clock generator (76) operational to generate a sample rate converter master 
clock signal in response to the control data bits such that the sample rate converter generates 
output data at a sample rate determined by the control data bits (see Col. 6, lines 43-48). 

However, the Matsushita reference does not disclose a programmable controller 
operational in response to user selected input frequency data to generate control data bits. The 
Orndorff reference teaches a programmable controller operational in response to user selected 
input frequency data to generate control data bits (see Figure 3, Col. 3, lines 9-15, Col. 5, lines 9- 
28, Col. 8, lines 12-16, and Col. 11, line 59 to Col. 12 line 8). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the system of Matsushita to comprise a programmable 
controller operational in response to user selected input frequency data to generate control data 
bits, as taught by Orndorff, in order to program the controller to respond to inputs for tuning. 

As to claims 2, 13, and 19, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the digital amplifier adaptive 
pulse frame rate frequency control system according to claims 1, 12, and 18 wherein the 
programmable controller comprises a data processing device selected from the group consisting 
of a computer, a digital signal processor (DSP), a CPU, and a micro-controller (Matsushita: see 
Figure 6, and Col. 5, line 62 to Col. 6, line 18. Orndorff: see Col. 5, lines 9-16). 

As to claims 3,14, and 20, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the digital amplifier adaptive 
pulse frame rate frequency control system according to claims 1,12, and 18 wherein the system 
clock generator comprises a frequency controller selected from the group consisting of a digital 
frequency synthesizer, and a programmable phase-locked loop (Matsushita: see Col. 5, lines 10- 
27). 

As to claims 4, 15, and 21, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the digital amplifier adaptive 
pulse frame rate frequency control system according to claims 1,12, and 18 wherein the system 
clock generator is further operational to generate audio clock signals at the sample rate 
determined by the control data bits (Matsushita: see Col. 6, lines 43-48 and Figure 7. It is 
inherent that if the received signal is audio clock signal, then the system clock generator 
generates audio clock signals at the determined sample rate). 

As to claims 5 and 24, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the digital amplifier adaptive pulse 
frame rate frequency control system according to claims 4 and 18 wherein the system clock 
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generator is further operational to generate sample clock signals at the sample rate determined by 
the control data bits (Matsushita: see Col. 6, lines 43-48 and Figure 7). 

As to claim 11, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the digital amplifier adaptive pulse frame 
rate frequency control system according to claim 1 wherein the sample rate converter comprises 
a digital asynchronous sample rate converter (Matsushita; "A/D converter 74" in Figure 7 and 
Col. 6, lines 40-43). 

As to claim 12, Figure 7 in Matsushita shows a digital amplifier adaptive pulse frame rate 
frequency control system comprising: 

a digital asynchronous sample rate converter (74) operational to generate output audio 
data in response to input audio data, an input audio clock and a master clock (see Col. 6, lines 
40-43); 

a programmable controller (75) operational to generate control data bits (see Col. 6, lines 

43-59); 

a decoder operational to decode the control data bits (see Col. 6, lines 43-59. It is inherent 
that there is a decoder in the sampling clock generator 76 to decode the control data from the 
microprocessor 75); and 

a system clock generator (76) operational to generate the master clock in response to the 
decoded control data bits such that the digital asynchronous sample rate converter generates the 
output data at a sample rate determined by the user selected input frequency information (see 
Col. 6, lines 43-48). 

However, the Matsushita reference does not disclose a programmable controller 
operational in response to user selected input frequency information to generate control data bits, 
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wherein the input frequency information is selected from the group consisting of wireless, 
cellular telephone, Bluetooth, RF, IF, LCO, AM, FM, and TV band frequencies. The Orndorff 
reference teaches a programmable controller operational in response to user selected input 
frequency information to generate control data bits, wherein the input frequency information is 
selected from the group consisting of wireless, cellular telephone, Bluetooth, RF, IF, LCO, AM, 
FM, and TV band frequencies (see Figure 3, Col. 1, lines 13-20, Col. 3, lines 9-15 and 23-30, 
Col. 4, lines 37-42, Col. 5, lines 9-28, Col. 5, line 44 to Col. 8, line 20, and Col. 11, line 59 to 
Col. 12 line 8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the system of Matsushita to comprise a programmable 
controller operational in response to user selected input frequency information to generate 
control data bits, wherein the input frequency information is selected from the group consisting 
of wireless, cellular telephone, Bluetooth, RF, IF, LCO, AM, FM, and TV band frequencies, as 
taught by Orndorff, in order to program the controller to respond to inputs for tuning. 

As to claim 18, what is cited in claim 12 is applicable to this claim 18. Claim 18 is the 
same as claim 12, except "means" is used in placed of an element (e.g., programmable 
controlling means in claim 18 versus a programmable controller in claim 12). 

As to claim 25, Figure 7 in Matsushita shows a method of controlling the pulse-frame 
rates for a digital amplifier output signal comprising the steps of: 

providing a pulse-frame rate frequency control system having a programmable controller 
(75), a system clock generator (76), and a digital asynchronous sample rate converter (74) 
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operational to generate output audio data at a first sample rate in response to input audio data and 
further in response to input audio clocks (see Col. 6, lines 40-59); 

communicating the control data bits to the system clock such that the system clock 
generates a master clock for the digital asynchronous sample rate converter at a new sample rate 
and further such that the system clock generates output audio clocks at the new sample rate (see 
Col. 6, lines 43-59); and 

adapting the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data at a first 
sample rate to conform to the new sample rate determined by the master clock (see Col. 6, lines 
40-43). 

However, it does not disclose communicating user selected input frequency data to the 
controller such that the controller generates control data bits determined by the user selected 
input frequency data. The Orndorff reference teaches communicating user selected input 
frequency data to the controller such that the controller generates control data bits determined by 
the user selected input frequency data (see Figure 3, Col. 3, lines 9-15, Col. 5, lines 9-28, Col. 8, 
lines 12-16, and Col. 11, line 59 to Col. 12 line 8). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Matsushita to comprise the step of 
communicating user selected input frequency data to the controller such that the controller 
generates control data bits determined by the user selected input frequency data, as taught by 
Orndorff, in order to program the controller to respond to inputs for tuning. 

As to claim 28, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the method of claim 25 wherein the step of 
communicating user selected input frequency data to the controller such that the controller 



Application/Control Number: 10/068,492 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2685 

generates control data bits determined by the user selected input frequency data comprises the 
step of providing a look-up table of pulse- frame frequencies (output digital asynchronous sample 
rate converter clock generator frequencies) versus station data selected from the group consisting 
of RF, IF, LCO, AM, FM, TV station, wireless, cellular telephone and Bluetooth frequencies, 
that can be accessed by the controller to determine the control data bits (Orndorff: see Figure 3, 
Col. 1, lines 13-20, Col. 3, lines 9-15 and 23-30, Col. 4, lines 37-42, Col. 5, lines 9-28, Col. 5, 
line 44 to Col. 8, line 20, and Col. 11, line 59 to Col. 12 line 8). 

As to claim 29, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the method of claim 25 wherein the step of 
communicating user selected input frequency data to the controller such that the controller 
generates control data bits determined by the user selected input frequency data comprises the 
step of providing an algorithm to select pulse-frame frequencies (output digital asynchronous 
sample rate converter clock generator frequencies) versus station data selected from the group 
consisting of RF, IF, LCO, AM, FM, TV station, wireless, cellular telephone and Bluetooth 
frequencies, that can be accessed by the controller to determine the control data bits (Orndorff: 
see Figure 3, Col. 1, lines 13-20, Col. 3, lines 9-15 and 23-30, Col. 4, lines 37-42, Col. 5, lines 9- 
28, Col. 5, line 44 to Col. 8, line 20, and Col. 11, line 59 to Col. 12 line 8). 
3. Claims 6-10, 16-17, 22-23, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 5,341,402 to Matsushita et al. in view of Orndorff (U.S. Patent 
5,640,697) and further in view of Midya et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0180518 Al). 

As to claims 6, 16, and 22, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the digital amplifier adaptive 
pulse frame rate frequency control system according to claims 4, 15, and 21. However, it does 
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not disclose a digital amplifier responsive to the system clock generator audio clock signals and 
the sample rate converter output data such that the digital amplifier output switches at a pulse- 
frame rate determined by the system clock generator audio clock signals and the sample rate 
converter output data. The Midya reference teaches a digital amplifier responsive to the system 
clock generator audio clock signals and the sample rate converter output data such that the digital 
amplifier output switches at a pulse-frame rate determined by the system clock generator audio 
clock signals and the sample rate converter output data (see Figure 1 and page 1, col. 2, 
paragraphs [0010] - [0011]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the system of Matsushita-Orndorff to further comprise a 
digital amplifier responsive to the system clock generator audio clock signals and the sample rate 
converter output data such that the digital amplifier output switches at a pulse-frame rate 
determined by the system clock generator audio clock signals and the sample rate converter 
output data, as taught by Midya, in order to provide error correction in digital amplifiers. 

As to claims 7, 17, and 23, Matsushita-Orndorff- Midya discloses the digital amplifier 
adaptive pulse frame rate frequency control system according to claims 6, 16, and 22 wherein the 
digital amplifier output further switches at a pulse-frame rate to minimize interference associated 
with keep-out bands for frequencies related to a desired source (Midya: see page 2, col. 1, 
paragraph [0012]). 

As to claim 8, Matsushita-Orndorff-Midya discloses the digital amplifier adaptive pulse 
frame rate frequency control system according to claim 7 wherein the keep-out bands are 
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associated with frequencies selected from the group consisting of AM, FM and TV band 
frequencies (Orndorff: see Col. 1, lines 13-15, Col 3, lines 23-30 and Col. 4, lines 37-42). 

As to claim 9, Matsushita-Orndorff-Midya discloses the digital amplifier adaptive pulse 
frame rate frequency control system according to claim 7 wherein the keep-out bands are 
associated with frequencies selected from the group consisting of radio frequency (RF), 
intermediate frequency (IF), and Local Control Oscillator (LCO) frequencies (Orndorff: see Col. 
5, line 44 to Col. 8, line 20). 

As to claim 10, Matsushita-Orndorff-Midya discloses the digital amplifier adaptive pulse 
frame rate frequency control system according to claim 7 wherein the keep-out bands are 
associated with wireless communication frequencies selected from the group consisting of 
cellular telephone frequencies and Bluetooth frequencies (Matsushita: see Col. 1, lines 7-10 and 
Col. 5, lines 42-45. Orndorff: see Col. 1, lines 13-20 and Col. 13, line 28 to Col. 14, line 4). 

As to claim 26, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the method according to claim 25. 
However, it does not disclose the steps of: providing a digital amplifier having output switching 
responsive to the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data and further 
responsive to the output audio clocks at the new sample rate; and communicating the digital 
asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data and the output audio clocks at the new 
sample rate to the digital amplifier such that the digital amplifier operates to change its output 
switching pulse-frame rate from a first pulse-frame rate to new pulse-frame rate. The Midya 
reference teaches the steps of: providing a digital amplifier having output switching responsive 
to the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data and further responsive to the 
output audio clocks at the new sample rate (see Figure 1 and page 1, col. 2, paragraphs [0010] - 
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[001 1]); and communicating the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data 
and the output audio clocks at the new sample rate to the digital amplifier such that the digital 
amplifier operates to change its output switching pulse- frame rate from a first pulse-frame rate to 
new pulse- frame rate (see Figure 1 and page 1, col. 2, paragraphs [0010] - [001 1]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Matsushita-Orndorff to comprise the steps of: 
providing a digital amplifier having output switching responsive to the digital asynchronous 
sample rate converter output audio data and further responsive to the output audio clocks at the 
new sample rate; and communicating the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output 
audio data and the output audio clocks at the new sample rate to the digital amplifier such that 
the digital amplifier operates to change its output switching pulse- frame rate from a first pulse- 
frame rate to new pulse-frame rate, as taught by Midya, in order to provide error correction in 
digital amplifiers. 

As to claim 27, Matsushita-Orndorff discloses the method according to claim 25 with 
keep-out bands associated with the frequency group consisting of AM, FM, and TV band 
frequencies ((Orndorff: see Col. 1, lines 13-15, Col. 3, lines 23-30 and Col. 4, lines 37-42). 
However, it does not disclose the steps of: providing a digital amplifier having output switching 
responsive to the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data and further 
responsive to the output audio clocks at the new sample rate; and communicating the digital 
asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data and the output audio clocks at the new 
sample rate to the digital amplifier such that the digital amplifier operates to change its output 
switching pulse-frame rate from a first pulse- frame rate to new pulse-frame rate that substantially 
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minimizes interference minimizes interference with keep-out bands. The Midya reference 
teaches the steps of: providing a digital amplifier having output switching responsive to the 
digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data and further responsive to the output 
audio clocks at the new sample rate (see Figure 1 and page 1, col 2, paragraphs [0010] - 
[001 1]); and communicating the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output audio data 
and the output audio clocks at the new sample rate to the digital amplifier such that the digital 
amplifier operates to change its output switching pulse-frame rate from a first pulse-frame rate to 
new pulse- frame rate that substantially minimizes interference minimizes interference with keep- 
out bands (see Figure 1 and page 1, col. 2, paragraphs [0010] - [001 1]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the method of Matsushita-Orndorff to comprise the steps of: 
providing a digital amplifier having output switching responsive to the digital asynchronous 
sample rate converter output audio data and further responsive to the output audio clocks at the 
new sample rate; and communicating the digital asynchronous sample rate converter output 
audio data and the output audio clocks at the new sample rate to the digital amplifier such that 
the digital amplifier operates to change its output switching pulse-frame rate from a first pulse- 
frame rate to new pulse- frame rate that substantially minimizes interference minimizes 
interference with keep-out bands, as taught by Midya, in order to provide error correction in 
digital amplifiers. 



Conclusion 
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4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Hotto (U.S. Patent 6,236,845) discloses system and method for radio signal 
reconstruction using signal processor. 

b. Sakurai (U.S. Patent 4,53 1 ,232) discloses radio receiver apparatus for vehicle. 

c. Rasor (U.S. Patent 5,848,355) discloses frequency synthesizer correction using a 
temperature responsive divisor control. 

d. Vitallo et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0160816 Al) discloses 
apparatus and method for receiving television audio signals in a mobile vehicle. 

e. Skerlos (U.S. Patent 4,317,227) discloses multi-mode automatic channel 
frequency synthesis system. 

f. Robin (U.S. Patent 5,745,848) discloses method and apparatus for eliminating 
interference caused by spurious signals in a communication device. 

g. Dang et al. (U.S. Patent 5,949,472) discloses method and apparatus for tuning 
channels for CATV and television applications. 

h. Belisomi (U.S. Patent 4,373,208) discloses circuit arrangement for tuning into one 
of a number of radioelectric signals. 

i. Nagata (U.S. Patent 5,390,344) discloses FM audio signal receiver having a 
characteristic control function. 

j. Goeddel et al. (U.S. Patent 6,665,356) discloses sample timing control for 
demodulation of phase-modulated signals. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duy K Le whose telephone number is 703-305-5660. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward F Urban can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Duy Le 

August 3, 2004 




EDWARD F. UHBAtJ 

supsafiscar patent &vmm 
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